History was made on Monday, July 28th.  The Enola Line, from Safe Harbor to Atglen, was conveyed to the Municipalities through which the Line is located.  Providence Township also took ownership of the section of Rail Line located in Quarryville Borough.
The rail property is off limits to any motorized vehicles.  The Township will prosecute those individuals who choose to violate the law on the rail property.
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PROVIDENCE TOWNSHIP AWARDED FIRST PLACE...


 Providence Township in Lancaster County received the first-place award in the 26th Annual Road and Bridge Safety Improvement Contest at the 86th Annual Educational Conference of the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors in Hershey May 11-14. The township won the award for a traffic signalization project at a dangerous intersection. 


The township association sponsors the statewide Road and Bridge Safety Improvement Contest each year in conjunction with the Pennsylvania Highway Information Association and the state Department of Transportation to recognize townships for their extensive contributions of time and effort in making roads and bridges safer. 


Providence Township’s winning project improved the safety at a busy intersection in the township. The intersection of Truce Road and State Route 272 had experienced increased traffic volume and accidents over the last five years, including a school bus accident. According to a traffic and engineering study commissioned by a local business, about 75 percent of the reported accidents in that time could have been prevented by a traffic signal. The intersection is heavily used by students from the Solanco school district, as well as horse-and-buggy traffic on Truce Road, the township’s main east-west route.   Out of concern for the safety of its school bus passengers and employees, as well as local residents, Eschbach Bus Service initiated a petition to install a traffic signal at the intersection and gathered more than 500 signatures in support of the project. 


“Of special concern to the township was the proposed construction of a Wal-Mart and strip mall along Route 272 in Drumore Township about one mile south of Truce Road,” township supervisors chairman William Shaffer says. The township felt that the traffic generated by the superstore would add to the dangerous conditions at the intersection. 


In 2006, the MDN Real Estate Partnership, which is located at the intersection, financed the traffic studies and engineering analyses required for the permitting of the signalization project, Shaffer says. Providence Township received a Lancaster County Municipal Transportation Safety Grant in May 2007 to help offset the costs of the intersection upgrade. Construction began in November 2007, and the signals were in full operation by December 13. 


“The placement of this traffic signal has improved safety by reducing the conditions that resulted in the crashes,” Shaffer says. “It has also helped preserve, upgrade, and maintain the existing transportation infrastructure, reduced congestion, and enhanced mobility. It ensures the safety of our Amish neighbors and recreational bicyclists by giving them a safer means of crossing the intersection.” 



















































































Participating in the presentation are (left to right): James Ritzman, deputy secretary for planning for the state Department of Transportation; Wayne Herr, Providence Township Supervisor; Tim Horner, PSATS assistant secretary-treasurer; William Schall, Providence Township    Supervisor; William Shaffer, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for Providence Township; and Jason Wagner, managing director of PHIA  











