Three-flowered Melic-grass
Melica nitens

Description

Three-flowered melic-grass is a perennial grass that grows from 12 to 4
feet (5-12 dm) in height. The leaves are alternately arranged, linear,
flattened, elongate, 4 to 8 inches (10-20 cm) in length and about 3/8 inch %
(5-12 mm) in width. The flowers, appearing from late May into July, are

grouped in spikelets that are scattered in a branched terminal cluster.

The individual spikelets are 3/8 to }2 inch (9-12 mm) in length, contain _
usually 3 flowers, and tend to hang downward when mature. %&

Distribution & Habitat —-!%‘W
Three-flowered melic-grass has a distribution from southern _ UI N
Pennsylvania south and west into Florida and Texas. In Pennsylvania, _}L«Z_ 3

this species reaches a northern border of its known range and has been

documented historically in a few southern counties. It grows on cliffs, ) '{
rock outcrops, rocky slopes and shores, and dry woods. -

North American State/Province Conservation Status
Map by NatureServe 2007

Photo source: PNHP

Current State Status
The PA Biological Survey (PABS)

State/Province

Status Ranks considers three-flowered melic-grass to be a
— species of special concern, based on the few
SH- el errated occurrences that have been recently

§1 - ritically imperiled .

25 confirmed. It has a PA legal rarity status

- ppanty sare and a PABS suggested rarity status of

55 - socure .

et g/ Threatened. About 5 populations are

currently known from the state.

Pennsylvania Distribution

Conservation Considerations

The known populations of three-flowered melic-grass have
threats from natural succession, invasive species, and the
indiscriminate application of herbicide. Because of the
preference of the species for relatively open habitats,
active management, such as fire, mowing, or invasive
species removal, may be required to maintain the proper
successional stage and ecological conditions for the .

. . °
species to thrive. e

A Current records @ Records > 30 years old
Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program data 2008

NatureServe conservation status ranks
G5 — Secure globally; S2 — Imperiled in Pennsylvania
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Prickly-pear Cactus
Opuntia humifusa

Description

Prickly-pear cactus is a perennial herb forming mats or clumps. The
stems are shaped into fleshy, flattened pads that are up to 4 inches
(10 cm) long and 2% inches (6 cm) wide. The pads should be
touched with caution because of the presence of minute barbed hairs
that are very irritating when lodged in the skin. The leaves are
reduced to spines, which may not be present on a given plant. The
very attractive flowers, appearing in June and July, are bright yellow
and up to 3 inches (8 cm) wide. The fruit is fleshy, vase-shaped, red
or purple at maturity, and attached along the margins of the pads.

Distribution & Habitat

Photo source: John Kunsman (PNHP)

Prickly-pear cactus has a wide range in eastern and midwestern North America. In Pennsylvania, it occurs
scattered primarily in the southern counties, growing on dry, open, rocky ground, such as on shale barrens, slopes,
and cliffs. It is also cultivated and may escape locally from these plantings.

North American State/Province Conservation Status

Map by NatureServe 2007 Current State Status

State/Province
Status Ranks

SX = presumed extirpated

53 = vulnerable

S5 - socure

Conservation Considerations
Occurrences of prickly-pear cactus and its habitat type are

The PA Biological Survey (PABS) considers
prickly-pear cactus to be a species of special
concern, based on the few occurrences that have
been recently confirmed and its specialized

S ity St habitat. It has a PA legal rarity status and a
=i PABS suggested rarity status of Rare. About 30
1o vty s occurrences are currently documented from the
Not ranked/under review state.

Pennsylvania Distribution

threatened by human-related habitat loss, natural succession,
invasive species, quarrying, and the collection of wild plants
by gardeners. Because of the preference of the species for
sunny conditions, active management — such as fire or
invasive species removal - may be required to maintain the
proper successional stage and ecological conditions.
Escapes from cultivation are not considered to be of
conservation significance.

A Current records @ Records > 30 years old

Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program data 2008

NatureServe conservation status ranks
G5 — Globally secure; S3 — Vulnerable in Pennsylvania
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Golden Club
Orontium aquaticum

Description

Golden club is an aquatic perennial that often grows in standing water,
with its leaves and flowering stems extending above the water line.
This species belongs to the same family as Jack-in-the-pulpit and
grows up to 18 inches (46 cm) tall. The leaves are oblong to elliptic,
dark green, and velvety. The leaves are up to 12 inches (30 cm) long
and repel water so that they always appear dry. The flowers are yellow
and bloom from April to May. The tiny flowers are carried on the
golden-yellow tip of club-shaped flowering stems. These swollen
flowering stems are white directly below the flowers.

Photo source: Sally Ray (PHP)
Distribution & Habitat

Golden club occurs from New York and Massachusetts south to Florida and west to Texas. In Pennsylvania, it
can be found in lakes, ponds, oxbow floodplains, and wet shores where it grows rooted in the muck beneath the
water.

North American State/Province Conservation Status Current State Status
Map by NatureServe 2007

The PA Biological Survey (PABS) has assigned
the golden club to the Watch list. Populations can

State/Province be negatively impacted by poor water quality, deer
Status Ranks . .

and waterfowl browsing, conversion of land for
S) - med extirpated 1 1
B s s developmenj[, and accompanying hydrologic
e changes. This species has disappeared from many
$3 - vulnerable sites in southeast Pennsylvania.
54 = apparently secure
55 - secure

Mot rankedunder review

/LPenns}-'I\-'ania Distribution

Conservation Considerations

Maintenance of known populations of golden club and
protection of its wetland communities will be crucial to its
survival. Creating buffers around its habitat, removal of
invasive species, and protection of wetland hydrology will help
to maintain populations and encourage new population growth.
The management of known sites requires long term monitoring

. . . . A ords ® ERecords = 30 years oM
of plop}[llgtlons. Potential sites for restoration should be Pennsyﬁmﬂlvmi T foicel Hesttags Drogram duta 2007
evaluated.

NatureServe conservation status ranks
G5 — Globally secure; S4 — Apparently secure in Pennsylvania
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