1996 Lancaster County Water Resources Plan

Summary of Accomplishments


The purpose of the 1996 Lancaster County Water Resources Plan was to protect groundwater resources, improve water supply planning, secure future drinking water supplies, and improve environmental quality.  The plan specifically focused on water supply planning and wellhead protection.  The primary goals of the Plan were: 
(1) To protect the quality and quantity of public water supply sources; and 
(2) To coordinate water supply planning with County, regional and local growth management efforts.

The Plan included 32 tasks designed to carry out the goals and objectives of the plan.  Tasks were grouped according to the party responsible for the completion of each task.   Lancaster County Planning Commission staff contacted those responsible for implementing the 1996 Plan to determine which tasks had been completed.  

Accomplishments to Date 

The Local Planning tasks were principally concerned with water supply, including wellhead protection.  Tasks were assigned to municipalities, water suppliers, and water planning teams.  Eleven tasks were grouped under the heading of Local Planning. From these eleven, only one task has been completed for the county as a whole: 
· The development of an Emergency / Disaster Preparedness Planning Guide for Water Treatment Facilities and Systems, as well as training sessions on how to use the guide and two table-top Contingency and Emergency Response Exercises for municipalities, water suppliers, and emergency responders.  
The following locally implemented tasks have been implemented to varying degrees:

· Identification of sole-source aquifers
· Establishment of Environmental Advisory Councils (Pequea Township in place, Strasburg Borough and Strasburg Township considering now)

· Development of wellhead protection plans (E. Cocalico, Warwick, Earl and East Earl Townships, Terre Hill and Lititz Boroughs)
Technical Assistance tasks consisted of the technical assistance, guidance, and support offered by county departments and non-profit entities in order to support local water planning efforts.   A total of fifteen tasks were listed under the heading of technical assistance.  While no one task has been completed, five of the original fifteen are underway and ongoing:

· Development of Stormwater Management Plans for each watershed in the county (Mill Creek, Little Conestoga, Conestoga and Cocalico Creek Act 167 plans are complete.  Efforts to develop a county-wide plan are underway)
· Phase out of county SWM regulations in favor of municipal ordinances

· The Lancaster County Conservation District (LCCD) continues to be a resource to the agricultural community in regard to best management practices (BMPs)
· Additionally, the LCCD works as a point of contact for the County Manure summit and continues to expand streambank stabilization efforts in the county.
Government Leadership tasks comprise the leadership roles and initiatives prescribed to the Commissioners and the Planning Commission to ensure the protection of water quality and quantity.  Originally six tasks were set forth under the Government Leadership Section.  Two have been successfully completed: 
· The County has offered education programs concerning water resources to local stakeholders 
· The County has developed standardized training for County and local emergency service personnel to contain spills and leaks of hazardous substances.
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