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Eden Township Newsletter

Promoting a sense of community in Eden Township 



Eden Township

Zoning Office Hours

Tuesday 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.

(717) 786-7915

or by appointment

Gerry Parker, Zoning Officer

(717) 529-6379

7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS:

Wednesday and Thursday 
9:30 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.

Eden Township Office

(717) 786-7915 Phone

(717) 786-6896 FAX

E-mail:  

edentwp@comcast.net
Website: http://www.edentownship.org
Snow

   As the Township plows the roads, it is inevitable that some of the snow will land in your driveway. There is no way to avoid this, so please don’t take it personally when it happens. Shoveling the snow back onto the road may ease your anger, but if someone should have an accident on the snow you put there, you could be held liable for the damages. 

Please help

If you have received this Newsletter addressed to someone other than the owner/resident of this address, please call our office with the correct information so we can update our mailing list.  Our phone number is listed above. Thank you for your help.

The Eden Township Board of Supervisors will meet the second Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.

The Eden Township Planning Commission will meet the fourth Thursday of the month except in November and December (those meeting dates will be November 19 and December 17) at 7:30 p.m.

   The Eden Township Zoning Hearing Board will conduct hearings on the third Monday of each month starting at 7:00 p.m. as required.

   All meetings will be held at the Eden Township Municipal Building.

  The Public is cordially invited to attend the Township Supervisor’s meetings and the Eden Township Planning Commission meetings.
Another planting season, another reminder from the Township.  Please clean up any debris from plowing and manure spreading from the roadways.  Do not plant any closer than 6 feet from the roadway.  If you plant closer and the growth causes a visual blockage for traffic, we will necessarily have to remove that growth to keep all our residents safe and able to see oncoming traffic.

Debris left on the roadway is at best unsightly and at worse dangerous.  Rain can make the debris slippery for any kind of traffic.  Please clean up.

Reminder:

Leave a 6’ buffer between the road and where you plow.

From the Zoning Officer

Spring will be upon us before we know it and with the warmer weather come yard sales.  Please be careful where you post your yard sale signs.  They can not be posted on the phone poles and can not block any sight at the road.  Remember to remove the signs at the end of your sale; they tend to become unsightly after a few days.  Also, remember a yard sale becomes a regular business if it is continuing, and this would require approval from the Township Zoning Hearing Board.

Also with the warmer weather comes building projects.  With the new building code, it takes more time to obtain a permit. If you are thinking of any projects, call the Township and speak to the Zoning Officer.  Make sure you know what you have to do before you start; this will save you time and money.  There are also regulations on swimming pools, even smaller pools, so know the regulations before you buy.

In Eden Township it is a zoning violation to have a vehicle on your property that is not licensed and inspected unless it is within a building.  Please, if you have a vehicle that is under repair or you want to restore, put it in a building until it is inspected and licensed.  Vehicles that are not drivable, left outside, become junk cars and before long are unsightly and are illegal.

Geraldine Parker

Zoning Officer
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EDEN TOWNSHIP 2009 BUDGET

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Assets carried over from 2008
	
	
	EXPENSES, cont.
	

	Susquehanna Bank
	$
5,064.00
	
	Buildings & Maintenance
	

	PLGIT General Fund
	$
143,400.00
	
	Cleaning Supplies
	$
400.00

	PLGIT Escrow
	$
1,316.00
	
	Fuel Oil-Shop heat
	$
3,000.00

	PLGIT Capital Reserve Fund
	$
116,500.00
	
	Propane-Office heat
	$
1,000.00

	PLGIT State Fund
	$
1,000.00
	
	Electricity
	$
1,800.00

	Total Carry-over--(estimated)
	$
267,280.00
	
	Trash Removal
	$
780.00

	Income
	
	
	Outside contractor maintenance
	$
2,000.00

	Taxes
	$
248,435.00
	
	Building maintenance/improvements
	$
5,000.00

	Licenses & Permits
	$
16,650.00
	
	Total, Buildings & Maintenance
	$
13,980.00

	Fines & Forfeits
	$
3,000.00
	
	
	

	Interest & Rents
	$
6,610.00
	
	Public Safety
	

	State Shared Revenue
	$
21,050.00
	
	Lanc Cty Drug Enforcement
	$
1,000.00

	County Grant for Stony Hill Road
	$
0.00
	
	Humane Society-Stray Dogs
	$
600.00

	Local Govt Grants(dirt/gravel roads)
	$
0.00
	
	Fire Protection
	$
7,000.00

	Charges for Services
	$
4,440.00
	
	Foreign Fire  Ins.(Fire Relief)
	$
14,000.00

	Reimbursements
	$
1,500.00
	
	Ambulance Association
	$
300.00

	Liquid Fuels taxes-State
	$
68,922.00
	
	Total-Public Safety
	$
22,900.00

	Road Turnback payments
	$
23,360.00
	
	
	

	Total Income--(Estimated)
	$
393,967.00
	
	Emergency Management
	$
500.00

	Total Carry-over from 08-(Estimated)
	$
267,280.00
	
	Highway Maintenance
	$
0.00

	Total Available
	$
661,247.00
	
	Drainage/signs/pipe/chemicals
	$
4,400.00

	
	
	
	Gasoline
	$
3,600.00

	
	
	
	Diesel fuel
	$
6,500.00

	EXPENSES
	
	
	Motor oil/Hydraulic oil
	$
900.00

	Wages & Salaries
	
	
	Road repairs / maintenance/materials
	$
153,000.00

	Elected Officials
	$
5,400.00
	
	Equipment rental
	$
3,000.00

	Secretary(3600.00)Treasurer(3900.00)
	$
7,500.00
	
	Snow & ice removal
	$
15,100.00

	Clerical
	$
6,236.00
	
	Shop supplies & tools
	$
3,400.00

	Auditors
	$
1,250.00
	
	Parts /Tires for equipment
	$
4,500.00

	Tax Collection
	$
3,500.00
	
	Outside repairs & maintenance
	$
3,500.00

	Zoning Officer
	$
11,224.00
	
	Cap Reserve Fund-equipment
	$
75,000.00

	Zoning Hearing Board
	$
1,500.00
	
	Total-Highway Maintenance/Equip
	$
272,900.00

	Highway Maintenance
	$
77,880.00
	
	Recreation and Culture
	

	Part-Time/Seasonal
	$
1,440.00
	
	SECA-Library- 
	$
4,000.00

	Total -Wages & Salaries
	$
115,930.00
	
	
	

	Professional Fees
	
	
	Insurance & Bonding
	

	Township Solicitor
	$
3,000.00
	
	Insurance 
	$
18,500.00

	Zoning Board Solicitor
	$
3,000.00
	
	Treasurer's and Tax Collector Bond
	$
825.00

	Court Reporter
	$
1,200.00
	
	Unemployment taxes
	$
700.00

	Township Engineer
	$
21,000.00
	
	Total-Insurance & Bonding
	$
20,025.00

	Sewer Enforcement
	$
7,200.00
	
	Employee Benefits
	

	CDL Testing fees
	$
300.00
	
	Dental/Medical/Life/Disab Insurance
	$
31,350.00

	Total--Professional Fees
	$
35,700.00
	
	Pension/Twp share SS-Medicare
	$
12,950.00

	
	
	
	Total-Employee Benefits
	$
44,300.00

	Other Expenses
	
	
	Misc
	$
1,000.00

	Dues / Memberships /Training
	$
1,750.00
	
	Sub-Total
	$
379,605.00

	Office Supplies & Equipment
	$
1,800.00
	
	TOTAL EXPENSES
	$
541,561.00

	Communications
	$
2,400.00
	
	Transfer fr Gen Fd to Cap Res Fd
	$
36,000.00

	Legal Advertising
	$
1,500.00
	
	Sub-Total
	$
36,000.00

	Postage
	$
1,476.00
	
	Total Expenses & Transfers
	$
577,561.00

	Printing
	$
1,000.00
	
	Unallocated Reserve
	$
83,686.00

	Milage expense
	$
400.00
	
	Total
	$
661,247.00

	Total-Other Expenses
	$
10,326.00
	
	
	

	Sub-Total Expenses
	$
161,956.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Eden Township Positions Available in May ( Primary) and November 2009 Elections:
Township Supervisor – 6 year term

Township Tax Collector – 4 year term

Township Auditor – 6 year term

Township Auditor – 4 year term

Township Auditor – 2 year term
Township Constable – 4 year term
All interested individuals must obtain a petition and collect a minimum of ten signatures of registered Eden Township residents.  For answers to your questions concerning entering the elections, please call (717) 299-8297.

Eden Township needs your assistance  
The Board of Supervisors wishes to keep Eden Township as clean as possible.  But, we have some irresponsible individuals driving through our Township that considers it their right to discard anything and everything as they proceed.  Our road maintenance employees pick up as much as time allows, but cannot cover all the roads in the Township on a regular basis.  Will you help?

As an example, we know that fourteen bags of trash were collected along the two miles of Pumping Station Road during 2008.  Please try to imagine how this roadside would appear without the removal of that trash.

We request all residents pick up the trash along their property boundary.  If you are a walker, will you pick up the trash along your route?  Call the Eden Township office (717-786-7915) after you bag the trash and we will gladly pick it up, dispose of it, and thank you.

Notice of a Hearing for Proposed Amendments to the Eden Township Zoning Ordinance of 1994.
March 23, 2009
7 p.m.

Eden Township Municipal Building

Amendment 1:  Increase the maximum permitted height from 20 to 25 feet for accessory uses and structures in the Agricultural Zone (Article 2, page 27, Section 201 Agricultural Zone, 201.6 Design Standards, 4.  Accessory uses and structures, A. Maximum permitted height).

Amendment 2:  Add Agriculture, excluding intensive agriculture, to permitted uses in the Conservation Zone (Article 2, pages 45-47, Section 208 Conservation Zone, 208.2 Permitted Uses).

All interested citizens are invited to attend.
Low-Grade Lands of Eden Township
After approximately 20 years of legal maneuvering, on July 24, 2008 Norfolk Southern Railroad Company transferred to Eden Township approximately 114 acres of land located between the Bart Township boundary line and the Quarryville Borough boundary line.  The transfer has created many challenges beginning with the easement with AMTRAK (National Railroad Passenger Corporation) which we inherited through the transfer.
Within days after the transfer, a private contractor hired by AMTRAK moved into the section of railbed between Hess Road and the Quarryville Borough boundary line.  Please observe for yourself how they chopped everything in sight.  They cut and hauled away two tractor trailer loads of logs.  All of this occurred without explanation or notification.  When the Board of Supervisors protested the operation, Peter D. Cohen, Senior Officer, Government Affairs of AMTRAK replied “AMTRAK owns an easement over that land giving it the right “to use, operate, maintain, repair, renew, replace and remove on, under, over and across the rail property.....any and all lines, poles, pipes, appliances, equipment, structures, facilities and appurtenances....as part of any electric....or other utility systems”.  Furthermore “The easement also gives AMTRAK the right to place poles and structures to support its electric transmission lines wherever necessary along the Enola low-grade rail line”.

Very quickly we realized the limited control Eden Township really has with the railbed area.  We have received another letter stating that AMTRAK has contracted with another contractor to clear trees, limbs, and brush between Safe Harbor and Parksburg effective January 26, 2009.
In September, the Board of Supervisors joined Providence Township in obtaining legal council to petition the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for modification of a previous PUC order to demolish certain bridges.  The Board of Supervisors wishes to preserve the underpass on Pumping Station Road based on historical significance and continuity of the railbed.  A decision has not yet been forthcoming on the Petition for Modification.

In October and November, the road maintenance crew started the process of making the railbed passable from Hess Road to the Quarryville Borough line.  A local resident had removed all the ballast over the years, and the area had filled in with dirt and debris.  Water was running down the middle of the roadbed and was passable by four wheel drive only.  Our crew hauled away approximately 175 loads of this mixture, created streams on both sides of the roadbed, and hauled some ballast from elsewhere back onto the railbed.  It is now useable the complete 2.7 miles in length.

In December, the Lancaster County Board of Assessment notified the Board of Supervisors that all the parcels transferred were changed from “exempt” to “taxable”, which is standard procedure.  The Board of Supervisors had to convince the Assessment Board that it was their intent to maintain the parcels for recreational activities (examples:  walking, running, bicycling, horseback riding, cross county skiing, etc.) accessible to the public in order to revert to “exempt” status.  One advantage the Board of Supervisors had was evidence of a Trail Development Grant that had been submitted to the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, but had been rejected for funding.  The grants are 50/50% and Eden Township had no chance of providing our 50%.  We are tax exempt and welcome all individuals to enjoy all appropriate recreational activities.

In January, the Board of Supervisors began developing regulations for individuals using the LOW-GRADE LANDS of EDEN TOWNSHIP.  This process led to the following eleven (11) items contained in an ordinance passed on March 9, 2009.  The items are:

1. The Low-Grade Lands of Eden Township, hereafter the Park, are to be kept in their natural state as much as reasonably possible and made available to the general public for all ordinary recreational activities including, but not limited to, walking, running, biking, cross country skiing, and similar activities.  Fires are prohibited except in designated areas.  Camping and swimming are prohibited.

2. No motorized vehicles or cycles, specifically including, but not limited to cars, trucks, motorcycles, three- and four-wheelers, or mopeds are allowed within the park.  The only exceptions are vehicles specifically authorized by the Township to enter the Park and vehicles used to pick up firewood as set forth below in this ordinance.

3. No person is authorized to be in the Park from sunset to sunrise.

4. Alcoholic beverages and all illegal substances are prohibited from the Park.

5. No littering and no dumping of refuse, waste, or any other substance are permitted in the Park.

6. Hunting is permitted in accordance with rules and regulations posted by Eden Township in the Park.  Except for the use by persons engaged in hunting in accordance with such rules and regulations, no other use or possession of firearms, bows, arrows or other weapons is permitted in the Park.  No target practice or trapping is permitted at any time.

7. Persons who own land adjacent to the Park may utilize property in the Park which is adjacent to their property if granted the right to use such property by a lease signed by the Eden Township Supervisors or their designee.

8. Eden Township residents age 18 or older only may harvest firewood by first obtaining a permit at the Eden Township Municipal Office during normal business hours.  Eden Township will establish conditions for such harvesting and such conditions will be set forth in the permit, posted in the Park, or otherwise communicated to the people.

9. Only the Supervisors or their designee shall make improvements to the park.

10. This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Supervisors, their designee, or by any police having jurisdiction over the Park and shall be enforced by action brought before a district justice in the same manner provided for the enforcement of summary offenses under the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure.

11. A fine not to exceed $300 or imprisonment up to 90 days shall punish violations of this Ordinance.

In item #8, the following Regulations apply for a 15 day firewood harvesting permit between November 1 and March 31 of each year:

1. Permits will be awarded to Eden Township resident only 18 years of age or older.

2. All firewood harvested will be used for personal use only.

3. Only downed trees may be harvested.

4. The Applicant must be present when all harvesting occurs.
5. The Applicant must have the approved permit in his/her possession during all harvesting.

6.
One permit per Eden Township address will be issued during each 60-day period.  The first permit starts the 60-day period structure.  
7.
Arrangements must be made for pick up of firewood utilizing the track surface.

8.
The Applicant and his/her representatives release Eden Township and its representatives from any and all liabilities during tree harvesting activities.

9.
The Applicant must present name and     address verification before a permit will be issued. 
In the next months, we wish to accomplish the following:
1. Controlling motorized vehicles on the 
roadbed – we will be closing two entrances at Bushong Road, gating one entrance at Bushong Road, and gating one entrance at Pumping Station Road.  We are considering closing the entrances to the railbed at the Bart Township and Quarryville Borough boundary lines.

2. Controlling all illegal dumping – we believe that controlling motorized vehicles will assist with controlling illegal dumping.  We are also discussing enforcement of our Park Ordinance with the Quarryville Borough Police Department.  We expect an agreement to be forthcoming.

3. Removing all debris that has been discarded over the years – We have submitted paperwork for a grant with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection for funds to pay for disposal of everything discarded.  Eden Township must provide the manpower to collect the discarded items and could use your assistance.  The Solanco FFA has volunteered to assist with the cleanup as a public service project and as a means of enhancing our environment.  If you are also willing to assist with the cleanup, please call the Eden Township Building (717-786-7915) and provide your name and telephone number.

4. Collect copies of all easements – AMTRAK, Williams Communications, Williams Companies, Spectra Energy, and Pennsylvania America’s Water Company.


5.
Obtain leases from all adjacent landowners utilizing land now owned by Eden Township.  Without leases, usage will be stopped.

6.
Continuing the improvement of the railbed as time and weather permits.

7.
Surveying the property.

Your suggestions for further improvements are welcome.

West Nile Virus
West Nile Virus is a disease that is spread by infected mosquitoes.  So the best defense against the West Nile Virus is not giving them a place to breed. 
Here are some things you can do around your home.
 · Dispose of tin cans, plastic containers, ceramic pots or similar water-holding containers that have collected on your property.
· Pay special attention to discarded tires.  Stagnant water in tires are where most mosquitoes breed. 
· Drill holes in the bottom of recycling containers left outdoors. 
· Have clogged roof gutters cleaned every year, particularly if the leaves from surrounding trees have a tendency to plug up the drains.  Roof gutters can produce millions of mosquitoes each season. 
· Turn over plastic wading pools when not in use.  Stagnant water in a wading pool becomes a place for mosquitoes to breed. 
· Turn over wheelbarrows and don't let water stagnate in birdbaths. Both provide breeding habitats for domestic mosquitoes. 
· Aerate ornamental pools or stock them with fish.  Water gardens can become major mosquito producers if they are allowed to stagnate.  Clean and chlorinate swimming pools not in use. A swimming pool left untended by a family on vacation for a month can produce enough mosquitoes to result in neighborhood-wide complaints.  Mosquitoes may even breed in the water that collects on pool covers. 

· Use landscaping to eliminate standing water that collects on your property.  Mosquitoes may breed in any puddle that lasts for more than four days.
For More Information, Call 1-877-Pa-Health or Your Local

West Nile Coordinator, Jay E. Smoker, 
(717) 394-6851.

Eden Township


489 Stony Hill Road

Quarryville, PA  17566-9444
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Congressman Joe Pitts (PA-16) has announced the launch of his official YouTube channel.  The webpage can be found at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/congressmanjoepitts" ��www.youtube.com/congressmanjoepitts�


This site will allow greater dialogue with constituents.


He also has a web page at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.house.gov/pitts" ��www.house.gov/pitts� where you can send your opinions/ideas to him and read his weekly update “The Friday Faxline”.








