In the Beginning  . . . .
History of Southern Lancaster County
(The Solanco Heritage Project – Copyright 1990)

NOTE:  In 1986, Elizabeth A. Logan, Ph.D., Solanco Heritage Project Coordinator, and a small group (Carol Gibson, Jane McSparran Ausel, Doreen Eshelman Stoltzfus, John Chase, Connie Hoover) got together to see if they could develop a history of the Solanco area in time for Quarryville Borough’s bicentennial.  More people were added as time went on and the book formed into a valuable contribution of history never put to paper for generations to enjoy.  What follows is the lead in to this book on the history of the Southern End.

In the beginning, Southern Lancaster County was an unchartered wilderness that was part of Chester County.  The area we now call the Southern End extends from a point just north of Christiana west to Colemanville on the Susquehanna River.  It is bounded on the east by Chester County, on the south by Maryland, and the Susquehanna River forms its western boundary.
Today there are ten townships in this 225 square mile area.  Eight of those townships and Quarryville Borough are included in the sprawling Solanco School District which includes 180.4 square miles of the Southern End.  Only Sadsbury and Martic were left out when new school lines were redrawn.  Sadsbury is in the Octorara School District while Martic is part of Penn Manor School District.

When it all began over two centuries ago, there were just Drumore, Martic and Sadsbury.  Drumore was the first township division of Lancaster County and was officially organized in 1729.  At that time it included East Drumore, Colerain, Little Britain and Fulton Townships.  Little Britain and Colerain became township divisions in 1738, Fulton in 1844 and East Drumore was set apart as a separate township in 1883, the 41st and last township in Lancaster County.

Bart and Eden evolved from a once-massive Sadsbury Township, Bart residents petitioned for separate municipality status in 1743 and Eden, which was part of the new division, separated from Bart in 1855.  Bart took its name from the abbreviation of the title of Baronet, apparently out of respect for Sir William Keith, who was governor of Pennsylvania from 1717 to 1726.  Eden was named for Mount Eden Furnace which was situated near the eastern-central part of the new township.

Providence, once part of Martic, officially separated from that township in 1853.

The earliest Southern Lancaster County inhabitants were believed to be Quakers and Mennonites, of Swiss and German origins, Englishmen, French Huguenots, and Welsh.  But a military arm was needed, and the Quaker government recruited Scotch-Irish from Northern Ireland.  These immigrants were primarily Scot Presbyterians who had taken up residency in Ulster in Northern Ireland.  To the Catholic faction in Southern Ireland, all Ulstermen were considered Scots after King James the First confiscated two-thirds of the north of Ireland “and allotted land to new settlers of Scotch and English extraction.”  What is termed Scotch-Irish applies to descendants of Scots who had taken up residence in the north of Ireland.

The Quaker government arranged that most of these new Scotch-Irish immigrants were given land in the lower end of the district to fight off a Catholic takeover from Maryland.

In the early eighteenth century, Pennsylvania and Maryland were also involved in a dispute over the border.  So actually it was both a border battle and a religious skirmish.  The Quakers, since any use of force was against devout Friends’ principles, imported these battle-tested Scotch-Irish to keep Protestantism in command in the Southern End.  William Penn was acting mainly to protect the border which Marylanders insisted was as far north as three miles south of Lancaster.

Farming is the way of life in the Southern End.  There is no accurate count available but it has been estimated that there are approximately 950 farms and 130,000 acres of land under cultivation in the area.  These figures were made available by a spokesman for the Agricultural Preservation department of the Lancaster County Planning Commission.  It was based on an estimated 600,000 acres of farmland in all of Lancaster County, and an average farm size of 87 acres.
Solanco school census figures for 1986 placed the school district’s population at 23,273 people.  Of that group, approximately 3,700 students attended Solanco schools in 1987.  Those students were enrolled in six elementary, two middle and one high school.

The count did not include 900 to 950 youngsters attending 29 Amish, two Mennonite, and one Christian Academy school operating in the district.

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck that which is planted;

A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silent, and a time to speak;

A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.


Eccleasiastes Chapter 3: 1-8
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